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Requirements: 
1. Students must choose one book from the reading list. Summaries and reading levels 

have been provided to help students find a book that suits them.  

2. Students must read the book over summer break!  

3. Students will complete an approved summer reading project over it. Students will be 
asked to share their project with the class.  

 

Summer Reading Project Choices: 
To receive full credit, students must complete all requirements of the project. Choose one of the 
following: 
 

1. Shrunken Book- Create a shrunken book. For each chapter, you will write 1-2 
paragraphs to summarize the main idea and the importance of that chapter. Include an 
illustration for each chapter. You can use plain white copy paper, construction paper, 
etc.  

2. Television Reporter - Create a video on DVD acting as a television reporter. You will be 
reporting the main story elements/plot/conflict as if the story is appearing on the local 
news as a real event. I advise creating a script to read from just like a reporter would 
read off a teleprompter. ** Use a professional setting and dress nicely. **You may also email 
the project to me if you’re unable to put the video on DVD.  

3. Cereal Box/Shoe Box Diorama- Recreate an important scene/your favorite scene 
using a cereal box or shoe box. Include props to represent the setting, characters, 
symbols, etc. Make it believable and be creative! (Small toys, legos, origami, etc.) You 
must summarize the scene and its importance or the reason it’s your favorite scene on a 
sheet of paper. (2 paragraphs or more)  

4. Collage/Poster – Poster must be a standard- sized poster. Use newspapers, magazine 
clippings, original illustrations, pictures, 3D items, etc. that are related to the book. On 
the back of the poster, write an explanation for all of the items on your collage and why 
they’re important to the book. You may create the collage from a character’s point of 
view or from your own. You can print images from your computer, but your whole 
poster must not be covered in printed photos. Use a variety of clippings. **Please try to 
fill up the poster as much as possible.  



 

Summer Reading List (Choose one from either list.) 

 
Fiction List 

 

Savvy- by Ingrid Law (Grade Level 8.5) 
 
For generations, the Beaumont family has harbored a magical secret. They each possess a 
"savvy"-a special supernatural power that strikes when they turn thirteen. Grandpa Bomba 
moves mountains, her older brothers create hurricanes and spark electricity . . . and now 
it's the eve of Mibs's big day. As if waiting weren't hard enough, the family gets scary news 
two days before Mibs's birthday: Poppa has been in a terrible accident. Mibs develops the 
singular mission to get to the hospital and prove that her new power can save her dad. So 
she sneaks onto a salesman's bus . . . only to find the bus heading in the opposite direction. 
Suddenly Mibs finds herself on an unforgettable odyssey that will force her to make sense 
of growing up-and of other people, who might also have a few secrets hidden just beneath 
the skin. 
 

The Call of the Wild- by Jack London (Grade Level 7.3) 
 
This classic wilderness adventure explores the thin line that separates tame from wild — 
within animals and humans alike. Buck is an unusual dog, part St. Bernard, and part Scotch 
shepherd, with wolf blood in his ancestry. He is enjoying his comfortable life as a family pet 
in California when dog traffickers, who are meeting the demand for sled dogs in the 
Alaskan gold rush, steal him. The harsh winter is like nothing he has ever experienced, and 
each day with the sled dog team is a very real struggle for survival. Pushed to the limit, 
Buck finds instincts he didn't know he had — primordial urges deep within him are being 
awakened. Buck is passed from owner to owner, including a brutal threesome that lacks 
the resources to survive on their own on the Alaskan frontier. They beat Buck within an 
inch of his life. When John Thornton saves Buck, he is grateful, and for a time it seems that 
his domesticated side has won.  
 

The Chocolate War- by Robert Cormier (Grade Level 6.7) 

Every boy enrolled at Trinity knows that the two powers running their New England school 
are Brother Leon — a teacher and the acting Headmaster — and the Vigils, a secret society 
led by Archie Costello. In the classroom, Brother Leon is a monster and any student in his 
presence knows to give him complete, submissive attention. Archie, himself, is an equal 
master of intimidation. But in the face of Trinity's financial troubles, Brother Leon calls for 
a truce and enlists Archie and the Vigils to help in the sale of chocolate to raise money for 
the school. Every boy is expected to volunteer and sell his quota of 50 boxes. A freshman 
named Jerry Renault refuses to go along with the plan. Since his mother's death, Jerry has 
watched his father sleepwalk through life and he is determined not to do the same. He even 
hangs a postcard in his locker that encourages him to "disturb his universe." Despite his 



small build, Jerry battles his way into the quarterback position on the football team. And he 
will not let Brother Leon, a teacher he despises, bully him into selling chocolates. At first 
Jerry's stand inspires awe in his fellow students who commend him for going against 
Brother Leon. But then it becomes clear that his position also goes against the will of the 
Vigils, and Jerry finds that if he wants to disturb his universe, he's going to have to fight — 
and maybe die — doing it. 

A Northern Light- by Jennifer Donnelly (Grade Level 7.1) 
 
Sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey has big dreams but little hope of seeing them come true. 
Desperate for money, she takes a job at the Glenmore, where hotel guest Grace Brown 
entrusts her with the task of burning a secret bundle of letters. But when Grace's drowned 
body is fished from the lake, Mattie discovers that the letters could reveal the grim truth 
behind a murder. 
 

The Pigman- by Paul Zindel (Grade Level 5.9) 
 
Meet Mr. Pignati, a lonely old man with a big belly and an awful secret. He's the Pigman, and 
he's got a great big twinkling smile. When John and Lorraine, two high school sophomores, 
meet Mr. Pignati, they learn his whole sad, zany story. 

The Mysterious Benedict Society- by Trenton Lee Stewart (Grade Level 6.3) 

"ARE YOU A GIFTED CHILD looking for special opportunities?" When this peculiar ad appears 

in the newspaper, dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending 

tests. (And you, dear reader, can test your wits right alongside them.) But in the end just 

four very special children — two boys and two girls — will succeed. Their challenge: to go 

on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and resourceful children could complete. 

To accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very 

Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. But what they'll find in the 

hidden underground tunnels of the school is more than your average school supplies. As 

our heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imaginations, they have no 

choice but to turn to each other for support. But with their newfound friendship at stake, 

will they be able to pass the most important test of all? Welcome to the Mysterious 

Benedict Society. If you're gifted, creative, or happen to know Morse Code, they could 

probably use your help.  

Big Red- by Jim Kjelgaard (Grade Level 5.4) 

From the moment Danny sees the beautiful Irish setter, he knows Red is the dog for him. 

Fast and smart, strong and noble, Red is the only dog Danny wants by his side. Soon, 

neither boy nor dog can stand to be apart. Together Danny and Red face many dangers in 

the harsh Wintapi wilderness that they call home. But the greatest test of their courage and 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/trenton-lee-stewart


friendship will come from an enemy more cunning than any they've known before--a bear 

who is the undisputed king of the wilderness, a savage killer called Old Majesty. 

The Case of the Missing Marquess- by Nancy Springer (Grade Level 7.1) 

When Enola Holmes, the much younger sister of detective Sherlock Homes, discovers her 
mother has disappeared — on her fourteenth birthday, to make matters worse — she 
knows she alone can find her. Disguising herself as a grieving widow, Enola sets out to the 
heart of London to uncover her mother's whereabouts — but not even the last name 
Holmes can prepare her for what awaits. Suddenly involved in the kidnapping of the young 
Marquess of Basilwether, Enola must escape murderous villains. 

 

Non-Fiction List 
 
 
 

The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure, Heroism & 
Treachery- by Steve Sheinkin (Grade Level 8.4) 
 
Most people know that Benedict Arnold was America's first, most notorious traitor. Few 
know that he was also one of its greatest war heroes. This accessible biography introduces 
young readers to the real Arnold: reckless, heroic, and driven. Packed with first-person 
accounts, astonishing battle scenes, and surprising twists, this is a gripping and true 
adventure tale. 
 

All Creatures Great and Small- by James Herriot (Grade Level 8.1) 
 
Take an unforgettable journey through the English countryside and into the homes of its 
inhabitants, four-legged and otherwise, with the world's best-loved animal doctor. For over 
25 years, since All Creatures Great and Small was first published, readers have delighted to 
the storytelling genius of James Herriot, the Yorkshire veterinarian whose fascinating 
vignettes brim with the wonder of life, animal and human. Whether struggling mightily to 
position a calf for birthing, or comforting a lonely old man whose beloved dog and only 
companion has died, Herriot's heartwarming and often hilarious stories of his first years as 
a country vet perfectly depict the wonderful relationship between man and animal, and 
they intimately portray a man whose humor, compassion, and love of life are truly 
inspiring. 

 
 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/james-herriot


Hidden Girl: The True Story of a Modern-Day Child Slave- by Shyima Hall 
(Grade Level 6) 
 
An inspiring and compelling memoir from a young woman who lost her childhood to 
slavery—and built a new life grounded in determination and justice. When Shyima Hall 
was eight years old, her impoverished parents sold her to pay a debt. Two years later, the 
wealthy family she was sold to moved to Orange County, California, and smuggled her with 
them. Shyima served the family eighteen hours a day, seven days a week until she was 
twelve. That’s when an anonymous call from a neighbor brought about the end of Shyima’s 
servitude—but her journey to true freedom was far from over. A volunteer at her local 
police department since she was a teenager, Shyima is passionate about helping to rescue 
others who are in bondage. Now a US citizen, she regularly speaks out about human 
trafficking and intends to one day become an immigration officer. In Hidden Girl, Shyima 
“commands unfailing interest, sympathy, and respect” (Publishers Weekly), candidly reveals 
how she overcame her harrowing circumstances, and brings vital awareness to a timely 
and relevant topic. 
 

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Story of 
Shackleton and The Endurance- by Jennifer Armstrong (Grade Level 6.5) 
 
 In August 1914, Ernest Shackleton and 27 men sailed from England in an attempt to 
become the first team of explorers to cross Antarctica from one side to the other. Five 
months later and still 100 miles from land, their ship, Endurance, became trapped in ice. 
The expedition survived another five months camping on ice floes, followed by a perilous 
journey through stormy seas to remote and unvisited Elephant Island. In a dramatic climax 
to this amazing survival story, Shackleton and five others navigated 800 miles of 
treacherous open ocean in a 20-foot boat to fetch a rescue ship. Shipwreck at the Bottom of 
the World vividly re-creates one of the most extraordinary adventure stories in history.  

Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 
Changed the World- by Sy Montgomery and Temple Grandin (Grade Level 7.5) 
 
When Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew that she was different. Years later she 
was diagnosed with autism. While Temple's doctor recommended a hospital, her mother 
believed in her. Temple went to school instead. Today, Dr. Temple Grandin is a scientist and 
professor of animal science at Colorado State University. Her world-changing career 
revolutionized the livestock industry. As an advocate for autism, Temple uses her 
experience as an example of the unique contributions that autistic people can make. This 
compelling biography complete with Temple's personal photos takes us inside her 
extraordinary mind and opens the door to a broader understanding of autism. 

 

 



  
 

Summer Reading Tips: 

1. You have been provided with a long list of books varying in genres and reading levels. Choose a book 

that is not only interesting to you but is also suitable your reading needs.  

2. Start reading early! Taking notes as you read can make the project much easier. You also want to make 

sure you can find the book before summer is over. Some students like to choose the same book so they 

can share. You’re welcome to do that. 


